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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pianezza (US 4095090). 

Pianezza discloses a vessel for heating comprising a concave body 12 including a 
bottom portion and an upwardly extending sidewall, a handle 39 attached to and 
projecting from said sidewall of said concave body, said handle including an internal 
compartment 51 for containing therein at least one battery, a removably securable cap for 
closing said internal compartment and sealing from an external environment any batteries 
placed within said internal compartment; and a plurality of coils embedded within said 
concave body, in the side and bottom [column 1, line 4] and forming an electrical circuit 
with said batteries whereby heat is generated in said coils heating the contents through 
heat generated in said coils. It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner 
in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 
Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). The intended use as a cooking pot, or a 
skillet does not add structure to the claims and cannot serve to distinguish. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pianezza 
(US 4095090). 

Pianezza discloses the claimed invention except the dual levels of heating. It is 
generally well known in the art of electric heating to provide multiple levels of heating 
and to control the activation of those levels via a switch means. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the device of Pianezza to include a switch to provide multiple levels of heating in order to 
enable heating the contents to different temperatures or at different rates as it was well 
known in the art at the time. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thor S. Campbell whose telephone number is 703-306- 
9042. The examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri 5:30AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans can be reached on 703-305-5766. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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